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Brochure, c.1920s



In recording history it is always a challenge to select the
appropriate starting point. For the purposes of this book, we chose to

focus on the fifty year period, 1920 to 1970, and
touch only briefly on the years which preceded
and followed.

We chose the 1920-1970 period as, thanks to
friends and previous guests of Limberlost, we
have received many photographs, maps,
brochures and some news clippings which illus-
trate the enjoyable times experienced by those
who visited Limberlost during these years.
Barbara Paterson, Marlene Walker, Richard Hogg
and the Mansell family, all long-time visitors to
the area, were particularly helpful in this regard.

But first, we need to step briefly back in time to
recognize that the earliest inhabitants of northern
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Early Directions to Limberlost



Ontario were the Algonquin speaking
aboriginals, comprised mainly of the
Ojibwa. The Iroquoian speaking
Mohawk only moved into the area
after the war with the Hurons and
the French-English conflict over the
control of the area and its lucrative
fur trade.

Although no meaningful evidence has been unearthed of a settlement
having been established on the Limberlost Forest and Wildlife Reserve,
fire-blackened stones, buried ashes and stone axe heads have been
found. The campsites, however, could have been left by early commer-
cial trappers, local hunters or geologists exploring for minerals.

Around 1615, Samuel de Champlain travelled through the Muskoka
region using the numerous lakes and the Severn River to reach
Georgian Bay. The maps of this period marked the southern waterways
as the Lakes of the Hurons.

7Limberlost Collections

Council meeting between Iroquois & Champlain  c.July 1609



The Iroquois invasion of 1649,
however, scattered the Hurons with
some of the few surviving people
moving north to seek refuge in a settle-
ment near Huntsville, which at one time
numbered 2,000 to 3,000 Hurons.

Approximately 150 years later, the
British Government commissioned
Isaac Brock to map the area north of
Lake Ontario. His map, published 
in 1807, identifies the Algonquin,
Haliburton and Lake of Bays regions
as ones of Immense Forests.

Most of southern Ontario had been
settled by the mid-1800s and there-
fore it was natural for the British to
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Early Map of Canada, c.1763



look next to the untouched
Canadian Shield, stretching from
Georgian Bay to the Ottawa River
and bordered in the south by the
Severn River.

In 1862 the colonial government 
of Upper Canada transferred
500,000 acres of this wilderness to
the Canadian Land and Emigration
Company, which in turn charged 
settlers $100 for a 100-acre home-
stead lot.

Lands were also granted by the 
government in nearby regions,
often at no cost, conditional on the
settlers agreeing to clear a stated
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Advertisement for Land in Canada, c. 1870s



acreage and maintain part of the
road system.

This led to the building of the
so-called colonization and con-
cession roads. Road construction
in southern Ontario, with its
sand and gravel base had been

relatively easy, largely involving clearing the
land of trees. In the north, the road builders
encountered serious difficulties soon after
crossing the Severn River. There they faced
the forbidding granite of the Canadian
Shield.

By 1863, after building a bridge across the
Severn River near Gravenhurst, the road
approached what would become the Town 
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Passage to Canada, late 1800s

Plaque erected by The Ontario Heritage Foundation near Gravenhurst



of Huntsville. A small agricultural settlement was soon founded
through the efforts of Captain George Hunt and in 1870 an official
post office was established called Huntsville.

Huntsville’s growth was spurred by the
opening of a navigable water route from
Port Sydney in 1877 and the arrival of the
Northern and Pacific Junction Railway 
in 1895.

The objective had been to attract new settlers
from England to populate northern
Ontario, lured by the offer of cheap property
and the promise of bountiful agricultural
harvests. However, contrary to these inten-
tions, many of the settlers were drawn from
southern Ontario with some also coming
from the war-torn United States.
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Large field cleared by early settlers, c.1920s

Settlers arriving in Canada in the late 1800s



Among the settlers attracted to
the Huntsville area was the
Reverend Norton Hill, who
was the very first to settle east
of the town, near what became
Hillside Village.

The primary occupation of the
settlers was farming. They had
to first clear the land of dense

brush and forest and then pick out rocks from the fields.

However, after three or four years of 
reasonable crops, they found their land
became depleted of essential nutrients and
their harvests declined. This, combined
with being unaccustomed to the winters,
led most settlers to sell their land to the
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McMaster Farm House, c.1925

Advertisement for new Canadian farmers, late 1800s



lumber merchants and move on, attracted by the opening of western
Canada in the late 1800s.

The Reverend Hill and his family,
however, remained to tend to
those who struggled on with
their farms in the Hillside,
Limberlost and Millar Hill areas.
The families which remained
included the McMasters until
1908, the Longmeads, and the
Hart family, whose relatives still live in the area at Brook’s Mill.

Evidence of early homesteading, including stone walls built from the
clearing of fields, as well as remnants of flower gardens and apple
orchards, can be found on the lower-lying and more even lands, mainly
within a few kilometres of the Limberlost and Millar Hill colonization
roads.
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Joseph Hill (centre) with two woodsmen in the Storrie Clearing
between Solitaire and Clear Lakes, c.1928



In her retirement, Mrs. Marion Hill,
wife of the founder of Limberlost, 
travelled the area collecting specimens of
the different perennial flowers brought
to this country by the settlers to plant in
their English gardens.

The added beauty the settlers worked so
hard to bring to their surroundings with
flowers such as Peonies, Sweet William,
Day Lilies, Monk’s Hood and
Delphiniums, can still be enjoyed by
backwoods explorers who search carefully
around the edges of the early farm land
clearings.
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Day Lilies blooming along Clear Lake
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R E S O RR E S O R T  T  
FF A C I L I T I E SA C I L I T I E S

Map of Limberlost showing trails and roads, c.1934



By 1921, the Reverend Hill’s grandson, Gordon Hill, seeking 
a more rewarding occupation, had built and opened the Limberlost
Lodge to the public. Unfortunately, in August of the following year,
with 45 guests on the property, disaster struck when a fire razed the
living room, dining room and kitchen areas. Within a year Gordon Hill 
managed to build a new lodge, this time largely out of stone.

To accommodate the expanding numbers of tourists, especially in the
peak summer and winter seasons, four two-bedroom log cabins were

built south of the main lodge –
known as the Pine, Beehive, Cedar
and Hemlock cabins – together
with a smaller seven-bedroom
lodge to the north and four small,
one-room, beach-side cottages.

Limberlost thrived through the
late 1920s and 1930s, establishing
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Sketch of  plans for log cabins, c. 1920s
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itself as the pre-eminent northern
recreational resort. It became
renowned during this period, among
other things, as a location for honey-
moons, matching Niagara Falls for its
popularity.

Other firsts were also established. 
In 1939, Limberlost, which had been
in the forefront of introducing down-
hill skiing to Ontario, installed 
a mechanized rope ski-tow.

In an article entitled “The Business 
of Attracting Tourists” published 
in the Huntsville Forester in
February 1928, Limberlost Lodge
was reported to be doing well
notwithstanding the long driveAdvertisement, February 1935



between the train station and the Lodge. The article went on to
record:

“There were four of us from town on the drive to Limberlost from
Huntsville and as mile after mile slipped behind us our perception grew
keener; a thousand important new interests rushed upon us. Trivial
they may seem to you, for they concerned such simple things as fox
tracks in the snow, a flick of brown seen by one of us as 
a squirrel and
missed by the
others, a huddle
of furry cattle 
in the lea of 
a haystack.
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Guest arriving at Limberlost, c.1926Pine and Beehive cabins south of the main
lodge, c. 1928

Cedar cabin, c.1929



Very simple matters but they interested all of us
tremendously, and it is because such interests
are awakened and assume such importance that
the seeker after winter should plunge to the
heart of her, in the fashion of the woods, where
simplicity can be found.

If a word can describe a place, simplicity will be
better than any other for Limberlost Lodge.
Simplicity and all the fine homely things that
go with it. Hospitality and comfort, generous
fireplaces and deep lounges, meals at a common
board. The two indispensable notes of civilized
comfort are, however, at Limberlost too – 
electric lights and taps from which hot water
pours.”

In 1942 disaster struck again when a fire
destroyed the main lodge. Unfazed, Gordon
Hill rebuilt the lodge before he died in 1947.
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Main lodge, c.1929

Fireplace in main lodge, c. 1930s

Old road crossing creek joining Solitaire
and Clear Lakes, c.1930s
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After his death, his wife Marion continued to operate Limberlost until
well into the 1970s when it was converted to
a club ownership structure to enhance its
financial viability.

Times had changed, and newer and larger
resorts, such as Deerhurst, which had
received substantial government funding,
made it increasingly difficult for Limberlost
to compete.

This led to Bovis Corporation acquiring Limberlost in the late 
1970s and obtaining the right to construct 2,000 townhouse condo-

minium units overlooking Lake Solitaire.
When the economy turned for the worse,
Bovis sold its interests in Limberlost and the
housing development was shelved by the new
owners in order to solidify relationships with
neighbouring property owners.

Fire at Main Lodge,c.1942

Visitors in winter, c.1950s
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Since then, forestry conservation programmes have been introduced,
trails rehabilitated and numerous other initiatives implemented to
restore and protect Limberlost’s unique natural environment.

With sixteen pristine lakes, three distinct water drainage systems,
mature forests and an extensive wildlife conservation programme,
Limberlost aims to be one of the country’s most accessible and inter-
esting wildlife reserves.

One of the few remaining historical build-
ings is the lodge on Lake Solitaire, which
was refurbished in 2002. A new lodge was
built on nearby Buck Lake in 1996, which
together with two smaller outpost fishing
lodges on Helve Lake and four summer
lakeside cottages, provide accommoda-
tion for 50 or more visitors at any time.

The Limberlost conservation lands have
also been expanded through property Refurbished Historical Lodge, Lake Solitaire, c.2002
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acquisitions and partnerships with
neighbouring land owners to provide
additional protection for the forests and
wildlife.

This has led to a significant increase in
wildlife counts. In addition, many of
Limberlost’s historical wilderness hiking
trails have been upgraded, ranking them
among the very best in the country.

Success has also been achieved with 
a programme to make the Limberlost
reserve available to less privileged youth
and other community groups during the

early spring and late fall seasons. Their visits to Limberlost prepare
them to seek and enjoy similar experiences in hiking and canoeing
through provincial parks and public wilderness areas throughout
Canada.

Kalonga beaver meadow east of Lake Solitaire
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B A C K W O O D SB A C K W O O D S
E X P L O R AE X P L O R A T I O NT I O N

Brochure, c.1930s



Limberlost’s varied terrain has rewarded backwoods
adventurers for many years in their search for attractive natural features,
enjoyment of beautiful wilderness sights
and their observation of wildlife.

Over the years Limberlost’s forests and
lakes have been frequented by numerous
notable backwoodsmen, environmentalists
and other students of nature, including the
legendary Bobbie Burns and Joseph
Cotterchio.

Joe Cotterchio acquired and restored
one of the settler’s original log cabins on
Little Twin Lake, and for more than fifty
years, he and his family have provided
valuable information on animal counts
and the health of the wildlife in the
region.
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LIMBERLOST TRAILS

TRAIL GUIDE SUPPLEMENT

B a c k g r o u n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  o n  P o p u l a r  N a t u r a l

F e a t u r e s  a n d  S e l e c t e d  Wi l d l i f e  H a b i t a t s

Prominent Features Supplement available to guests



The builders of Limberlost’s early trail system clearly understood the
importance of identifying interesting features on the maps they made
available to their guests.

For example, a trail map prepared in 1934 highlights areas which are
still enjoyed today, such as the Storm Cave, Millar Hill, Echo Rock,

Top of the World Lookout and many
other attractive and interesting features
on the Limberlost
property.

25Limberlost Collections

Ten Must-See Sights
1. Naomi’s Rest

2. Large Quartz Outcrop

3. Windy (Storm) Cave

4. Echo Rock Lookout

5. High Lake Ice Cliffs in Winter

6. Kalonga Wetlands

7. Ethan Shale in Fall and Spring

8. Giant Basswood on Turtle Lake

9. High Lake Beaver Dam

10. Buck Lake Lookout in Fall
Large quartz outcrop on Lake SolitaireQuartz boulder under tree roots



Since then, as a result of the work conducted
on the forest conservation programme,
numerous other unique features have been 
discovered, which are exciting for visitors to
locate and enjoy.

For example, at the south end of the plateau
which lies on top of
Echo Rock, 500-plus
tonnes of opaque
quartz stand. One
kilometre southeast,
100-plus tonnes of
highly crystallized
quartz exists, partly
covered by the decayed
roots of an old tree.
These and other quartz
outcrops suggest that 
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Boulders at Naomi’s Rest

Ice Cliffs on High LakeBoulders in winter at Naomi’s Rest



a quartz vein runs in a southwesterly direc-
tion on this section of the reserve.

An equally unusual rock formation can be
found at a high point in the land, lying east
of Turtle Lake. Two rock outcrops, each
the size of a large family home, protrude
from the surrounding landscape. The trail winds its way to the top of the
northern boulder, enabling visitors to stand at the tree canopy level and
look over a rock canyon to view the amazing fern growth which flourishes

on top of the southern boulders.

Moving further east to High Lake,
massive ice cliffs can be found dur-
ing the winter months at the north
end of the lake. Despite the fact
they face south, the ice formations
remain well into April of each year.
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Seven Key Wilderness Trails
1. Solitaire Trail

2. Lookout Trail

3. Buck Lake Trail

4. Turtle Lake Trail

5. High Lake Trail

6. Wetland Trail

7. Crystal Falls Canoe Trip

Beaver Activity on McReynolds Lake



Similar sights can be found on the east side of Lake Solitaire, near 
the boardwalk which allows visitors to walk around the cliffs that lie
opposite Echo Rock.

Many of the most interesting land features discovered to date are high-
lighted in the seven trail guides prepared to assist Limberlost visitors
venture deep into the reserve.

In addition to speeding passage
through the forests, the trails also
permit backwoods adventurers to
wander freely to seek their own
places of particular interest,
knowing that should they become
disoriented they are certain to
encounter a trail which leads back
to one of the lodges.
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Colmac’s Limberlost Trail Map, c.1997
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From Brochure, c.1940s

S U M M E R  S U M M E R  
A C T I V I T I E SA C T I V I T I E S



An early Limberlost advertisement
listed fifteen summer-time activities a visitor to
Limberlost could enjoy.

Later brochures described the summer recre-
ational opportunities available in greater detail,

which included: tennis,
sailing, canoeing, hiking, horseback riding,
fishing, swimming, skeet shooting and bad-
minton.

Although some of these activities, such as
horseback riding and skeet shooting are no
longer available, others are. For example, the
numerous nearby championship golf courses,
such as Deerhurst and Clublink, have made
Limberlost a popular wilderness base from
which to enjoy a golfing weekend.
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List of activities at Limberlost, c.1940s

From Limberlost Brochure, c.1940s



With sixteen pristine lakes on the Limberlost property, a natural summer
pastime has always been canoeing. Lake Solitaire, the largest of the
lakes, is the most popular for canoeing given its many interesting rock
faces, caves and proximity to the main lodge.

Incidentally, the lake was originally called Sinclair
Lake, subsequently became known as Clear Lake,
and by 1939 its name was yet again changed to Lake
Solitaire, to distinguish it from Little Clear Lake to
the north.

A popular, but more challenging canoe outing
offered was a day trip entailing three portages heading
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Bass caught on Clear Lake, c.1920sPreparing for weekly canoeing champi-
onships, c.1930s

Picnic on Solitaire shore, c.1930s

Canoeing on Little Clear Lake,
now known as Clear Lake,
c.1920s



south down a chain of six lakes, including the beautiful
Twin Lakes along the eastern boundary of the
Limberlost property.

In the spring and autumn, Shower Bath Falls located
at the end of the chain of lakes is a peaceful place to

take a break to observe the rainbows which
appear in the spray on a sunny spring afternoon.

Horseback riding was a major activity at
Limberlost for nearly 50 years. Day and
overnight trips were offered over 150 miles of
woodland roads and trails of varying quality
reaching deep into Algonquin Park and other
outpost camps.

Although there are currently no horses kept on
the Limberlost property, branches on the trees
along the main trails have been cleared to 
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Overnight pack ride, c.1930s

Plane landing on Solitaire

Crystal Falls, c.1940s



a height which permit horseback riding
through mature forests.

The knowledge and skill of the Limberlost 
stable hands led others to board their horses
for long periods on the Limberlost property. 
A horse ranch was maintained for this purpose
near McReynolds Lake on the west side of the
Limberlost property.

Sarafan, a pure-bred Arabian Stallion, 
was the most famous of the horses which
pastured at Limberlost. This horse was pre-
sented by Limberlost to the British Royal
Family during their visit to Canada in 1953.

Lake Solitaire has the longest natural sandy
beach in the Muskoka region. As a result,
sun bathing, picnicking and cooking out
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Setting out for the day, c.1930s

Sarafan at Limberlost, c.1953



were also favourite pastimes at Limberlost
during the summer.

Other water sports historically included
sailing on Lake Solitaire, the largest 
of the sixteen lakes. 

More recently, windsurfing has become
popular. The low-lying lands to the north of Lake Solitaire and the
steep Echo Rock face and the other cliffs on the west side of the lake 
generally lead to fresh afternoon breezes for sailing and windsurfing.

Limberlost’s historical link to Algonquin Park was
recently re-established with the acquisition of an
8,000 acre outpost camp adjacent to the southern
border of the park. This property in due course
will provide Limberlost’s guests with excellent
camping opportunities along the shores of a 700 acre
private lake.
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Buck Lake Landing, c.1949

Sailing close to Echo Rock on Lake
Solitaire
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From Brochure, c.1940s

W I N T E RW I N T E R
S P O RS P O R T ST S



Limberlost, with its high elevation,
enjoys heavy and consistent snowfalls throughout the
winter months, ensuring excellent skiing conditions
from December until April.

It therefore seemed natural to Gordon Hill
to be in the forefront in promoting Alpine as
well as backwoods skiing in Canada.

To start, Gordon Hill persuaded the
McMaster family to make available their
large unfenced field with its long gradual
grade as a downhill skiing area for
Limberlost and other guests.

The McMaster Clearing, which is now part
of Bauer Provincial Park, lies adjacent to
Limberlost’s northern boundary.
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Skiing at McMaster’s Clearing, c.1920s

Limberlost Ski Club, c.1930s

Skiers setting out early in the morning, c.1928



As more adventurous visitors began staying
at Limberlost, the hill which lies between

Solitaire and Buck Lakes
was developed for Alpine
skiing. Being the highest
peak in the area, it
became known as the Top
of the World Ski Hill.

A slalom course was laid
out on the part of the
hill which has a 350 foot vertical drop with an 
average gradient of 25º over 1,800 feet.

In 1939, Limberlost was the first resort in the
region to introduce a mechanized rope tow,
increasing the popularity of Limberlost as a 
premier winter ski resort.
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Descending from Top of the

Slalom run on Top of the World, c.1939

Downhill ski run, c. 1930s



38

The ski hill ceased operating a number of years
ago as guests staying at Limberlost now have easy
access to the much larger Hidden Valley ski com-
plex to test their skills. The ski chalet was moved
close to the Limberlost main entrance gate and
reconfigured as the Manager’s home and office.

As in the past, snow shoeing and backwoods 
skiing remain popular recreational activities.

Skiers can cover nearly
100 kilometres of wood-
land trails, frozen lakes
and woodland roads
without leaving the
Limberlost property or
having to repeat any 
section of their chosen
route.

Cross-country skiers on Lake Solitaire

Base of Top of the World Ski Hill, c.1960



In 1925, Gordon Hill was one of the first
in Canada to acquire a snowmobile which
was used to transport guests to the ski
slopes and help with the grooming of
cross-country ski trails.

It was not uncom-
mon for guests to
attach themselves with ropes to the back of the
snowmobile to go ski-joring, as it was then
called, in much the same manner as guests would
water ski today.

The original snowmobile was replaced in the
1960s with an industrial Bombardier snow-
cat, seating up to eight individuals 
with their gear. This now vintage machine
has been substantially rebuilt several times
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Clear view of rear track of snowmobile, c.1925

Gordon Hill with snowmobile and Chinook Sleigh
Dog, c.1925

Ski-joring, c.1925



and remains the most effective method to
transport guests to the remote winter fishing
outposts. It is also an important resource for
regional rescue purposes.

Ice fishing on Buck, Helve and other more
remote lakes, was and continues to be 

a favourite winter pastime. Lake Solitaire was recently closed to ice fishing
in order to build up its fish stocks for the summer season.

Outings on sleighs drawn by dogs were always
popular among guests. Horse-drawn sleighs

were used principally to
fetch guests from
Huntsville or Hillside
when weather condi-
tions were too severe 
to risk driving.
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Pine cabin in winter, c. 1930s

Skating rink behind log cabins, c.1940s

Guests arriving at Limberlost 
by Sleigh, c.1920s
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Millar Hill in Fall

N AN A T U R E  T U R E  
S T U D I E SS T U D I E S



The Limberlost Wilderness Reserve has always been
appreciated as an ideal location for those wishing to observe and record
nature, whether through photography, painting or words.

An early Limberlost brochure claimed: “Artists found at Limberlost 
a variable happy hunting ground. Every turn of the trail reveals a new
picture. Giant trees, moss-grown crags, mirrored waters – these are the
spirit of the north crying for expression.”

Many individuals and groups have
visited Limberlost over the years 
to observe the wildlife, paint the
varied scenery, admire the unique
rock outcroppings, record their
views on nature and photograph
the magnificent fall colours.

The Group of Seven drew attention
to northern Ontario’s rugged, 
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Group of Seven members T. Thomson, F.H. Varley, A.Y. Jackson, 
A. Lismer and Marjorie & Ester Lismer, Oct. 1914, Algonquin Park



but extremely beautiful wilderness scenery.
Limberlost, with its three distinct drainage
basins, elevated topography, cascading streams,
pristine lakes, mixed forests, active beaver dams
and mature wetlands, presents a multitude 
of different scenes for artists to paint and 
individuals to enjoy.

Over the years, noted
artists and different art
groups have visited
Limberlost either to
paint or to take art lessons.

Art in the Park, for example, ran seminars for
budding artists, and more recently Robert Zeer,
Terry Gill and Catherine O’Mara, three well
established landscape artists, have visited for
extended periods to paint scenes within the
Limberlost Forest and Wildlife Reserve.
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Oliver Creek painted by Robert Zeer, 
June 2004

Nelson Creek, painted by 
Catherine O’Mara in 2003



By using the extensive trail system, artists can journey
with ease deep into the wilderness without disturb-
ing the wildlife. This allows them to devote more
time to selecting their scenes and painting, rather
than struggling to make their way through dense
forests and brush.

Other groups which have found Limberlost attractive
to pursue their favourite pastimes are orintholo-
gists, or bird watchers, and groups conducting 
animal and bird counts by sitting quietly on the
banks of a wetland or isolated lake.

Historically, postcard writing was a favourite
pastime. Starting in the 1920s, Limberlost
published its own set of postcards and writing
papers, copies of which provide some of the
better perspectives of the resort facilities 
as they existed at that time.

44

Postcard from Limberlost, c.1930s

Postcard from Limberlost, c.1930s



The tranquility and peacefulness of
Limberlost also provide a perfect setting for
writing articles, books and poetry about the
virtues and lessons to be learned from observing
the ways of the wildlife and the beauty of the
wilderness.

Limberlost continues to attract professional
and amateur writers who appreciate it for
these reasons. Some of these books and articles
have dealt specifically with the Limberlost

reserve and as such
provide interesting insights into specific
areas of the property.

The most observed natural phenomenon,
however, remains the annual pilgrimage to
take in the change in the colours of the
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Margaret Bowlby writing on a sunny winter
day at Limberlost, c.1942

Echo Rock reflecting in Lake Solitaire



leaves of the deciduous trees. The fall
colours are recognized to be at their very
best in the mixed forests of northern
Ontario.

With some of the highest elevations in the
area, Limberlost looks out over hundreds
of kilometres of forests.

Excellent vantage points can be found
to view the landscape as it turns from
green into bright reds, golds and 
yellows in October and November of
each year.

The Buck Lake Lookout and the
crests of Echo Rock, Millar Hill and
the old Ski Hill remain among the
best places in the area to enjoy these
spectacular views.
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Spring Mists at Limberlost, Painted by Terry Gill

Painting of Limberlost Cedar Canoe, By John Coulter Houssa
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Large Bull Moose

W I L D L I F EW I L D L I F E



Limberlost’s mixed forests, pristine lakes, sparkling
streams, three distinct watersheds, rock overhangs, sheltered valleys,
grassy beaver meadows and controlled
human intrusion, taken together,
make Limberlost an ideal wildlife
refuge.

Moose, deer, black bear, wolves,
beavers, porcupine, squirrels, grouse,
loons and more than one hundred
other species of birds breed in the
area.

Numerous lakes and streams
support a diverse aquatic com-
munity. Protected wetlands,
with their rich nutrients, have
dense emergent vegetation
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Secluded Bay on Turtle Lake

Moose browsing in the Kalonga Wetlands



including water lilies, aquatic herbs and reeds,
which provide ideal spawning and feeding sites
for a variety of fish and other aquatic species.

Limberlost has historically provided exception-
al fishing for resort guests and other visitors.
Although Bass and Lake Trout have always
been plentiful, selected lakes were supplement-
ed under government sponsored programmes
as early as 1922.

Buck, Helve and High Lakes have remained
favourites for fishing enthusiasts over the
years. More recently, the closing of Lake
Solitaire to winter ice fishing has helped to
replenish these fish stocks.

The healthy tree regeneration, sheltered
valleys and green meadows provide ample
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Healthy Lake Trout in Big Twin Lake

Pickerel Weed in a fish spawning area on
Turtle Lake



young growth for deer to
graze.

Contrary to Algonquin
Park, where the forests are
more mature, Limberlost
currently has a prolific
white tail deer population,
with deer congregating in
large numbers during the
winter months in two long established deer yards on the Limberlost
reserve.

The large deer population has in turn been a factor in the health of the
wolf packs which thrive on the Limberlost Reserve. Three daytime deer
kills were sighted on Clear and Turtle Lakes alone during a recent winter.

Moose are less prolific due to the large number of deer on the property,
which has the effect over time of reducing the moose population.
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White-tailed Deer with Fawns in Mid-Summer



Algonquin Park currently has
the inverse relationship, with
relatively more moose than deer.

Another large animal which has
increased in number in recent
years is the black bear, partly as a
result of the cancellation of the
spring bear hunt and also due to
the mild winters.

With their steep slopes and plentiful
Poplar and Aspen growth, the Kalonga
Wetlands provide an ideal location for the
building of beaver dams. Thirteen active
beaver dams can be found in this valley
within a three kilometre distance.
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Wolf with Pups in the Early Summer

Large Black Bear near Eastel Lake



These dams also attract Otters which
cut sections out of them, allowing
the water to flow. They then feast on
the frogs, fish and other aquatic life
as they are flushed through the gap.
Otters are known to thrive on High
Lake, frequenting the middle bay on
the west side of the lake, south of the
rock cliffs.

Similar to Algonquin Park, limited hunting
is permitted in the fall on a selective basis
on the outer edges of the Limberlost
property. Two long-established and experi-
enced hunt clubs have been afforded access
to approximately one tenth of the reserve
in the northwest and southeast sections 
of the property for two weeks in the fall.
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Beaver activity on High Lake

An Otter on the shores of High Lake
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B I R D  L I F EB I R D  L I F E

Downy Woodpecker listening for bugs on a decaying Hemlock tree



The Limberlost Nature Club was an initiative of Marion
Hill’s that was borne out of her love of all things wild. She enjoyed
sharing her passion for flora and fauna, and each year kept a field list of
her personal bird sightings and those of her neighbours and guests 
at Limberlost.

There is an abundance of fallen logs, snags
and cavity trees that serve to attract and
shelter birds on the reserve. The presence
of numerous bird species in the
Limberlost forests is proof that a rich array
of habitats are available.

One of Mrs. Hill’s favourite areas for iden-
tifying different species of birds was the
secluded wetland at the northern end of
Buck Lake, which continues to thrive and
remains a popular breeding area.
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Field list compiled by Marion Hill for the period
1950 and 1956 (Reprinted on page 128)



A wide variety of bird life,
including Sandhill Cranes and
Blue Heron, breed in the grassy
wetlands created by a beaver
dam which was abandoned
many years ago.

By approaching the wetland
area discretely, you will mini-
mize the impact on the wildlife
in the area and are more likely to view greater bird activity.

Limberlost has long been associated with
Owls, which are frequently seen in the early
evenings in the vicinity of the Kalonga Valley.
They are nocturnal by nature and use their
exceptional hearing, which is the best among
birds, and their extraordinary vision to locate
their prey.
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Barred Owl visiting a cottage on Lake Solitaire

Great-Horned Owl, Limberlost’s Logo since the early 1920s



There are eighteen species of
owls in North America, however
the Great-horned Owl is the one
most often sighted on the
Limberlost property. They are
known to reside year round on the reserve, an
unusual trait for most large birds. They tend
to remain in the areas where they were born

and limit their hunting range to no more than ten square kilometres.

Great-horned Owls seldom build their own
nests. They tend to take possession of nests of
other species, such as crows or hawks. Hollow
trees and cliff ledges are also used for nesting.

Owls, like other raptors who feed high up the
food chain, experienced serious breeding
problems starting in the early 1940s, due to
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Canada Geese with their young on Buck Lake

Blue Jay

Brown Creeper



the increased concentrations of poisons ingested through the fish or
small animals they ate. This was caused by the widespread use or
organochlorine pesticides, especially DDT, which led to the thinning
and breaking of the shells of their eggs.

The long life span enjoyed by Owls,
Osprey and other large birds, of up to thirty
years, fortunately enabled them to survive
this period of heavy pollution despite their
inability, until recently to breed.

For the past few years, Osprey have been
returning regularly to Limberlost with the
most easily observable pair nesting in a
white pine tree on an island at the south
end of Buck Lake. They can be seen from
the Lookout on the west side of Buck
Lake, or from various vantage points on the trail near Wil Quinn’s Rest
Cabin.
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Osprey taking off from nest at Buck Lake 
(Photo-M.Walker)



Since their principal diet, and in some cases
only source of food, is fish, which large rap-
tors spot by hovering one hundred feet or
more above the water, environmentalists view
a healthy Osprey population as an accurate
barometer of the health of the lakes which
they frequent.

The mature trees of the Bauer Provincial Park
along the west side of Turtle Lake attract a variety of woodpeckers. The
dead and decaying trees in these forest contain insects, grubs and other
forms of nourishment on which woodpeckers thrive.

Their are nine different types of woodpeckers
which frequent the Limberlost area, with
some more common than others.

The Pileated Woodpecker is one of the largest
birds, measuring up to 18" in length. Its body
is mainly black with a broad white stripe

58

White-breasted Nuthatch

Hoary Redpolls foraging for food in winter



extending from its beak down its neck and under its wings. The top of
its head has a prominent pointed red crest.

The Downy Woodpecker, on the other hand, is a
sparrow-sized bird measuring approximately 6" in
length. They are more comfortable with human
activity in their vicinity. Its back and chest are
white while its wings are black, barred with white.

In the winter it is very common to see Black-
capped Chickadees, White and Red-breasted

Nuthatches, Downy, Hairy and Pileated Woodpeckers, as well as a
large number of Juncos, Blue Jays and Finches.

In the spring, the arrival of Canada Geese, Robins,
Redpolls and Waxwings is guaranteed, as well as many
other seasonal birds, including Falcons and Osprey on
Buck and Long Lakes.
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Downy Woodpecker digging for
insects in decaying tree

American Tree Sparrow



In addition to large birds of prey, such as
Owls, Osprey and Falcons; Blue Herons and
Sandhill Cranes have returned to the
Limberlost reserve.

In 1956 Marion Hill listed the names of the
160 different types of
birds she had sighted

during the previous five years within a two mile
radius of Limberlost Lodge. Her notes show
that a majority were seen annually within 
a half-mile radius of the Lodge.

Every season at Limberlost offers new oppor-
tunities to identify the bird species that Marion Hill documented many
years ago.
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Common Merganser on Lake Solitaire

Dark-eyed Junco
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Conifer trees surrounding Turtle Lake, c.2000

F O R E S TF O R E S T
R E S E RR E S E R V EV E



More than a century ago, large 
portions of the Limberlost forests were high
graded for the lumber produced from the giant
White Pine and Cedar stands.

Decaying old growth tree stumps left behind,
some ten feet in circumference, can still be found, especially in areas

with access to the lakes.

Once the trees were cut down, logs were floated
down the lakes to a landing, or alternatively 
skidded out over the frozen lakes in the winter
months.

Another major high grading cut was made in the
early 1950s when Hemlock logs became a valuable
commodity for shoring the underground tunnels
which form part of the Toronto subway system.
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White Pine on High Lake

Red Cedar Branch



Since then logging has been more selective,
responding to higher lumber prices. More recently,
emphasis has been placed on harvesting damaged
and fallen trees, with the healthy trees retained for
future growth.

Limberlost’s varied topography, heavy snow cover
and generous rainfall support a variety of tree
mixes on the property.

Predominant tree types include Red, Sugar 
and Striped Maple, Eastern
Hemlock, White Pine, Larch,
Basswood, White Ash, White and Yellow Birch,
American Beech, White Spruce, Balsam Fir and to
a limited extent Black Cherry and Oak.

A formal forest management programme was 
registered in 1999 with the objective of maintaining
a healthy forest to safeguard soil and ground
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White Spruce in the Kalonga Valley

Larch, also known as Tamarack, near
McReynolds Lake



water quality, while at the same time protecting
diverse animal habitats.

This objective is being achieved by promoting 
individual stand development with selective thinning
of damaged and poor quality trees to increase the
growth rate of the residual trees.

Woodland roads are being upgraded to provide effi-
cient access to the forest and to facilitate the transportation of logs with
minimal damage to the remaining trees and animal habitats.

Limberlost’s trail guides highlight interesting specimens of old growth
White Pine, Yellow Birch, Black Cherry,
Hemlock and Maple trees which can be easily
located along the existing wilderness trails.

Turtle Lake has an exceptionally large Basswood
and Maple on its west side and a giant White
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Seed keys of a Sugar Maple

Eastern Hemlock needle growth



Pine can be seen from a distance, with
its top branches high above the other
trees on the west side of Lake Solitaire.

A very large Hemlock stands fifty
metres south of Naomi’s Rest, and
further along the Turtle Lake Trail,
near the Ethan Shale, stands another
large Maple.

The work of Peter Schleifenbaum on his family’s 60,000 acre 
Living Forest, which lies between
Limberlost and Algonquin Park, has been
adopted as a model for the forestry practices
being implemented at Limberlost.

After years of careful sustainable manage-
ment, the Living Forest is now much like
it was in the early 1850s, before it was
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Giant Yellow Birch on High Lake

Mixed Forest in the Fall



exploited through large scale commercial logging.
The improved condition of their forests has
increased the lumber component of logs harvested
each year, which has significantly enhanced the
returns generated.

Implementation of Limberlost’s current forest
management programme should, in time, enable
similar successes to be achieved, including certification by the Forest

Stewardship Council.

New plantings in recent years have comprised
mainly Cedar and White and Red Pine. To increase
the survival rate of plantings and the variety 
of trees grown, it is the intention to establish 
a tree nursery in the fields which formed part of
the historical Storrie Farm Clearing which lies
immediately west of Clear Lake.
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Black Cherry Tree in Fall

Red Pine needles with seed cone
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Quartz boulder under tree roots on Lake Solitaire



Limberlost’s rugged topography includes four of the
highest peaks in the region, towering cliffs, sheltered valleys, pristine
lakes and three distinct drainage systems.

The varied topography in addition to supporting a rich selection 
of plant and animal life, also exposes many types of rocks for those
interested in studying or in collecting them.

From Limberlost’s earliest days as a recreational resort, the four highest
peaks on the property were popular destination points. Hiking and 

riding trails were developed leading
to the crests of Echo Rock, the Ski
Hill, Millar Hill and the Buck Lake
Lookout.

The views from Echo Rock and Buck
Lake looking eastward over the lakes
and beyond the Limberlost Reserve,
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View of Lake Solitaire from Echo Rock



are particularly attractive in the late fall. On a clear day, the view from
Millar Hill over Algonquin Park is exceptional.

Limberlost is equally well endowed
with secluded valleys. Of these, the
Kalonga Valley with its active beaver
population and other wildlife is the
most interesting. Large beaver mead-
ows, year-round streams and mature
trees make the Kalonga Valley an ideal
place for artists, photographers and
bird watchers. Early risers can witness
animals coming down to the valley floor to drink and feed.

Many of the valleys have natural wetlands which absorb surface water
runoff in the spring and then slowly release it in the dry season. This
helps recharge underground aquifers and enhances water quality by
trapping sediments, which ensures the pristine nature of Limberlost’s
major lakes.
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Portion of Kalonga Valley, flooded by beaver activity



The most extensive wetlands surround
McReynolds Lake which is on the west side
of Lake Solitaire. Wetlands which are excep-
tionally prolific with bird life, include the
plateau above Oliver Creek and the small
valley north of Buck Lake.

Many of the valleys on the Limberlost property
were over time closed off by rock falls,
beaver dams or gravel deposits. This enabled
the lakes, for which Limberlost is best
known, to be formed. The waters of Lake
Solitaire and Little Twin are held back by gravel deposits, whereas
High Lake, Big Twin and Turtle Lake depend on beaver dams and
sunken logs to maintain their water levels.

One of the most secluded and attractive lakes is Eastel, which is partly
in Bauer Park, and is an important source of fresh water for
McReynolds Lake. Rugged rock cliffs and old growth Hemlock grace
its northeastern shores.
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Stream feeding wetland above Buck Lake



The bedrock exposed at Limberlost is part of the Canadian Shield,
which covers nearly half of Canada, and in turn is the largest exposure
of Precambrian aged rocks in the world.

Limberlost lies in an area of the Shield in which the rocks were once
deeply buried under the earth’s surface and
caught up in a collision of ancient continents,
which thrust up a major mountain range.
During this mountain building event the
rocks were baked, squeezed, stretched 
and folded under immense temperatures
and pressures.

Over millions of years, wind, rain and ice
eroded this ancient mountain range to
expose the hard metamorphosed granites,
that were once deeply buried, and are the
most prevalent type of rock found on the
Limberlost property.
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Granite cliffs at Buck Lake Lookout



The metamorphic rocks on the Limberlost
property probably came under intense heat
and pressure a number of times, causing their
texture and mineral content each time to change
from their original form. A simple analogy
would be the transformation of flour, yeast and
water into bread when they are subjected to heat

Following this process, subsequent geological shifts cracked the earth’s
crust, creating fault lines which led to grinding, crushing and pulveriz-
ing of the rock along the faces of these fault lines, creating small cracks
as well as large gaps. In some cases these were filled with a mixture of
molten feldspar, quartz or other more valuable minerals.

Although rocks in the Muskoka region date back over one billion years,
much of Limberlost’s present topography and physical features are the
result of more recent geological events which began less than two million
years ago. In what is known as the Great Ice Ages, vast ice sheets began
to descend beyond the polar regions to cover most of Canada.
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Crystallized granite near High Lake



As these glaciers, often two kilometers in thickness, moved they picked
up loose chunks of bedrock, which ranged in size from small pebbles
to house-sized boulders. These in turn scraped and scoured the
bedrock, deepening any pre-existing zones of weakness such as faults
and joints.

About 18,000 years ago the last of the glaciers
began to melt and by 10,000 years ago the
Muskoka region was again free of ice.

The repeated advances and retreats of con-
tinent-sized glaciers played a major role in
shaping the topography of Limberlost as it
is today. They removed pre-existing sedi-
ment and soils, carved, scoured and
smoothed bedrock surfaces and deposited
sediments in places up to 200 meters thick.

Although not as dramatic as a two kilometre
thick glacier, other natural forces are bring-
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Tree roots penetrating rock surfaces on Buck Lake



ing about changes in the topography of
Limberlost. Rocks exposed at the earth’s
surface are constantly being attacked by
wind, temperature changes, rain, ice, moving
water and gravity.

These elements gradually break down and
disintegrate rocks. One of the more power-
ful of these forces in cold climates, is the
freezing and thawing of water that pene-
trates cracks and fractures in rocks. Referred
to as mechanical weathering, the increase in
volume when water turns into ice can, over
time, split large blocks of rock into smaller
and smaller pieces.

In another process called chemical weathering the original material is
transformed into something different. This is accomplished by the
slightly acidic nature of rain water which dissolves minerals in the rocks.
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Mechanical weathering of rocks on Lake Solitaire



The biosphere also plays an important role in the break-up and disin-
tegration of rocks. Combining both chemical and mechanical process-
es, plant and tree roots can, as they grow, physically split and lift large
pieces of rocks.

Even the lowly lichen contributes to the weathering of rocks. Being
part fungi and part algae allows lichen to
survive in the harshest of climates. While
clinging to bare rock, lichen obtain nutri-
ents from rock by producing acids that
dissolve minerals. Over time depressions
are formed which trap wind-blown soil
allowing mosses to take root and eventu-
ally enabling ferns and trees to become
established.

Mature lichen growth, perhaps many
hundreds of years old, can be found
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Lichen and tree roots growing over rock face near
Helve Lake
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attached to the rock face of the Hidden
Cliffs on Lake Solitaire. Naomi’s Rest, on
the Clear Lake Trail, shows the progression
to fern growth, all started with lichen, and
followed by mosses.

The mineral and chemical content of the
bedrock, if nature is left alone, ultimately
determines the types of plants and trees
which will dominate the landscape. Since
the Limberlost bedrock is acidic in nature, White Pine, Hemlock and
Sugar Maples grow well, accounting for 80% or more of the tree
species prior to the arrival of the European settlers.

In addition to its towering cliffs, secluded valleys and pristine lakes,
Limberlost is fortunate to have ample sand and gravel deposits for road
building, the largest sandy beach in the Muskoka region, a mica
deposit which was mined commercially in the 1940s, a very large
mound of quartz and numerous other unusual rock formations.
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H I K I N GH I K I N G
T R A I L ST R A I L S
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WILDERNESS TRAILS
A Personal Guide to Building and

Enjoying Your Wilderness Trails

Available on web site at www.limberlostlodges.com



Many years ago, Limberlost’s hiking trails earned 
a reputation for the easy access they provided to the property’s unique
natural features. In recent years, significant efforts have been made to
restore these trails to their previous pre-eminent position.

Bobbie Burns, one of Limberlost’s most unique and interesting 
characters, is the individual who deserves the credit for the reserve’s
extensive trail system. He is known to have had an uncanny knack for
finding the most direct route through the thickest woods.

In his early twenties, around 1907, he acquired
crown land to farm next to the Limberlost 
property, where he built a cabin on the east side
of Poverty Lake.

Rather than farming, he decided to devote his
life to building and maintaining a network of
trails which at their peak are reputed to have
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Bobbie Burns, an early settler and
Limberlost’s master trail builder c.1940s



totalled more than 150 miles. He also acted
as a hiking, hunting and fishing guide for
guests staying at the Limberlost Lodge.

Bobbie Burns remained active until he died
at 90 years of age, never owning a car, but
rather choosing to walk from the home he
acquired in his latter years on Millar Hill
Road to Limberlost Lodge, and even to the
Town of Dorset to acquire supplies. He is

buried on the grounds of the Hillside
Church, not far from the entrance to
Limberlost Road.

Without Bobbie Burns’ personal care,
the trails meandering through the
forests gradually became overgrown
and essentially unusable. However,
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Bobbie Burns working in the Limberlost Forest
c.1960s

Bobbie Burns’ cabin on Poverty Lake, c. 1940s



starting in the mid-1990s, a small team of
volunteers from local cottages decided to
locate and restore Limberlost’s most popular
historic trails.

Working mostly on weekends, the Solitaire,
Turtle Lake and High Lake trails have been 
substantially re-established and are now well
on their way to once again being ranked
among the very best in the country.

Three other trails are
in earlier stages of
restoration, but are
sufficiently advanced
for those who favour
more rugged back-
woods exploration to
enjoy them.
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Rocks removed during trail construction line
a portion of the Turtle Lake Trail

Horseback riders heading out on the
Limberlost Trails, c.1940s



Initially, the Limberlost trails were designed to speed horseback riders
across the property into Algonquin Park. In time, however, they
became used increasingly by hikers and safety became a factor. Today,
safety is the highest priority.

Toward this end, the major trails have been
restored to their original width and trees
along the trails have been scaled, typically to
a height of fifteen feet or more, to minimize
unexpected encounters with black bears or
other large animals.

Visitors are reminded through newsletters
and other means about the importance of
safety measures when venturing alone into
the forest. They are asked to read and sign 
a Safety Responsibility Contract which high-
lights their need to be safety conscious, and
records their responsibilities in this regard.
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Wide, visible trail along Lake Solitaire



Trail Guide Maps are available to
ensure visitors find their way easily
about the reserve. These guides also
help increase the enjoyment derived
from locating a mature giant tree, 
a peaceful lookout on a crest of a hill,
or an attractive rock outcrop.

Trail Guide Supplements describe the
reserve’s rich flora, fauna and mineral
specimens. To enhance the guests’
personal journeys of discovery, Limberlost’s most interesting features
continue to be researched and documented.

In addition, three childrens’ novels, recording the adventures of three
young siblings in the Limberlost Forest, have been written to encourage
other youths to make their own discoveries in the wilderness and to
share their enjoyment of nature’s many lessons with their parents.
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Trails are equally enjoyable during the winter months



The hiking trails on the Limberlost property also serve a number of
important secondary functions. For example, should poachers or other
trespassers enter the reserve, their camp fires increase the risk of forest
damage. Trails which provide quick, safe and easy access, help locate
and deal with these problems.

Every effort is made to contour the trails to prevent ground erosion,
with water runoff carefully chan-
neled into stream beds or soils
which have a high absorption
capacity.

Visitors will note from the numer-
ous tracks left on the trails that
larger animals make good use of
them to expedite their movement
between foraging areas, fresh
water and where they bed down.
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Trail along High Lake contoured to prevent ground erosion



By providing the safest and most
effective route, Limberlost’s
wilderness trails tend to prevent
individuals trudging through
sensitive areas where their foot-
steps could easily damage young
plant growth, emerging fungi
and hollowed-out areas used by
small animals for shelter.

A further advantage of well-
groomed trails is that they 
permit animal photographers
and bird watchers to walk quickly,
yet silently through Limberlost’s
forests without fear of snapping
twigs or rustling leaves which
could forewarn animals and
birds of their approach.
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The view from the top of the Buck Lake Lookout is well worth making
the climb



Many valuable lessons have been
learned over the years in building
and restoring Limberlost’s trails.
These are summarized in a practical
trail building guide, which is
available on Limberlost’s web site,
for aspiring trail builders to draw
on before they start developing
their own trails.

Copies of maps for the six most
popular trails on the Limberlost
property, which were highlighted
in Marlene Walker’s book
Muskoka Nature Walks, Volume II,
are reproduced on the following
pages, with special thanks to her.
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The end of the trail building season with winter freeze-up fast
approaching
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Lookout Trail

The Lookout Trail starts at the parking lot across
from Buck Lake Lodge and heads up the side of the
old ski hill to encounter a spectacular view of the
scenery. Until recently, the trail was known to a few
individuals who were prepared to scramble their way
to the top of the cliffs. The first time I climbed it,
the ‘new’ trail was still in progress and was indeed 
a challenging climb, but on completion the well-
thought out architecture of the winding path is
both beautiful and accessible.

The trail ascends for the most part at a comfortable
slope to the top of the cliffs, with solid rock steps 
in place in its steepest sections. A bench perches 
at the very top so visitors can relax and take in the
magnificence of the view across Buck Lake, the rock
cliffs and the surrounding forest. In autumn, the
kaleidoscope of colours offers a visual feast. The
Lookout height is 465 m (1,526 ft) above sea level.

After viewing the forests to the east of Buck
Lake, a short walk across the ridge to the top of the
old ski hill provides views to the north and west of
Solitaire Lake.
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The trail ascends for the most part at a comfortable
slope to the top of the cliffs, with solid rock steps 
in place in its steepest sections. A bench perches 
at the very top so visitors can relax and take in the
magnificence of the view across Buck Lake, the rock
cliffs and the surrounding forest. In autumn, the
kaleidoscope of colours offers a visual feast. The
Lookout height is 465 m (1,526 ft) above sea level.

After viewing the forests to the east of Buck
Lake, a short walk across the ridge to the top of the
old ski hill provides views to the north and west of
Solitaire Lake.

Lookout Trail
Access to Trail The Buck Lake Lookout Trail starts at the

parking lot across the road from Buck Lake
Lodge and circles around the cliffs on the
west side of Buck Lake.

From the Lookout, you can head across the
ridge to the top of the old skihill. You can
then continue your descent down the skihill
to the road leading back to Buck Lake Lodge.

Distance (km) 5 km

Total Number of Steps 6,370

Difficulty Moderate to difficult

Trail Description Gradual climb to exceptional lookout over
Buck Lake and surrounding forests.

Volkssport Rating 4B

Lookout Trail Map Points of Interest
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Buck Lake Trail Map Points of Interest

Buck Lake Trail
This trail follows the shore of the lake from Buck

Lake Landing and passes through a secluded bird
sanctuary, where you then have the choice of 
following the banks of Hickory Creek to the High
Lake-Poverty Road Junction, or continuing east
around Buck Lake.

A wide variety of bird life, including the Sandhill
Crane and Great Blue Heron, breed in the grassy
wetlands created by an abandoned beaver dam. At
the east end of the trail you can observe loons, as well
as an active Osprey nest on a tiny islet in the lake.

By approaching these habitats discretely, you’ll
minimize the impact on the wildlife and are more
likely to view greater animal and bird activity.
Buck Lake Trail
Access to Trail The Buck Lake Trail commences at Buck Lake

Landing where there is ample parking space.

The Buck Lake Trail heads north along the west
side of the Lake to a secluded bird sanctuary in
a rich beaver meadow. After crossing the aban-
doned beaver dam you can circle around the
east and south shores of the lake, returning on
the woodland road or alternatively via the
Ascension Trail.

Distance (km) 6.5 km

Total Number of Steps 8,252

Difficulty Easy to moderate

Trail Description The trail circles pristine Buck Lake, keeping
close to the shoreline and therefore, with few
exceptions, is relatively level.

Volkssport Rating 2B to 2C
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High Lake Trail Map Points of Interest

High Lake Trail
High Lake, at an elevation of 418 m (1,370 ft), is

the first in a chain of seven lakes draining the eastern
side of the reserve, over Crystal Falls and ultimately
into Lake of Bays.

It was a cool, rainy summer’s day when I hiked
the trail. Despite the precipitation, the forest canopy
provided a natural umbrella along the high quality
path. Ground level mist floated over wetland vistas
and rock faces hugged the path. Verdant foliage glist-
ened and fungi provided additional colour to the
woodland scenery. The trail encompasses many 
fascinating features including several beaver dams and
lodges, cliff caves, wind-powered oxygenators and
even a refurbished log rest cabin that was particularly
inviting on a wet day.
High Lake Trail
Access to Trail The High Lake Trail starts at the juncture of the

High Lake and Poverty Lake roads.

The High Lake road heads north-east for 2 km
before arriving at the north end of High Lake.
Look for a number of large boulders marking the
entrance to the trail which follows the west bank
of the lake. At the active beaver dam at the
south end of the High Lake you can continue
around the east side of the lake or descend to 
a country road that rejoins the High Lake Road.

Distance (km) 9 km

Total Number of Steps 11,250

Difficulty Easy to moderate

Trail Description Since the most attractive portion of the trail is
along the shores of High Lake, you may wish to
drive or cycle to either the north or south ends
of the lake to omit the country roads.

Volkssport Rating 2B
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Solitaire Trail
Solitaire’s 13 km trail is the longest trail in

Limberlost, although it isn’t necessary to complete
the whole distance. Circling Lake Solitaire, which is
the largest lake in the reserve, the trail has many
points of interest. My favourite is Windy Caves and
the entrance to this massive rock overhang. Approach-
ing the structure is a truly breath-taking experience.
Standing beneath the rock ceiling I was awed by
nature’s grandeur. As its name suggests, the rock
indeed appears wind-swept. Protection beneath the
immense projection is welcomed by many creatures
that use the countless crevices to seek comfort 
from inclement weather. The trail guide warns that
because of the numerous crevices, bears may be

present and so bear bells are recommended in the
spring and fall.

Excellent boardwalks provide easy access along
the lake, even for use in the winter. Frozen ice cliffs
add to winter’s enjoyment. Giant White Pines tower
over the landscape. The official tree of the Province
of Ontario, this long-lived conifer has a lifespan of
up to 450 years. Wildlife artists and photographers,
inspired by its beauty have depicted it throughout
the ages.

Other features on this trail include large quartz
outcrops, historical homesteads and the Echo Rock
Lookout that provides an exceptional vista of Lake
Solitaire and Millar Hill.
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Turtle Lake Trail

The Turtle Lake Trail was my first exposure to
the Limberlost trails. One of the most spectacular
features on the property can be seen here. Naomi’s
Rest is a massive boulder, cleanly split in two and
overgrown with ferns.

Unlike the rocks deposited in the wake of glacial
activity, this rock may be the result of a massive
meteorite hitting the earth over 450 million years
ago. Similar rock formations can be found at the
Brent Crater in Algonquin Park. Whether this geologic
scenario occurred simultaneously or coincidentally
is not known. Regardless of its origins, Naomi’s
Rest is a spectacular sight in the reserve.

Turtle Lake Trail
Access to Trail At the north end of Clear Lake, where it joins

with Turtle Lake, leave your car and walk up 
a high quality hiking trail which works its way
gradually to the rock formations known as
Naomi's Rest.

Return to the Clear Lake narrows by following
the trail around the west bank of Turtle Lake.
A solid foot bridge allows you to cross the narrows
to return to the start of the woodland road.

Distance (km) 8 km

Total Number of Steps 10,120

Difficulty Easy to moderate

Trail Description A large part of the trail is at shore level, however,
on the east side of the lake the trail leaves the
shore and climbs up a hill before descending
and follows two streams back to the lake.

Volkssport Rating 2B

Turtle Lake Trail Map Points of Interest
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Wetland Trail

The Wetland Trail passes through the secluded
Kalonga Valley with its many points of interest
and diverse wildlife.

The Kalonga Valley, which is drained by the
Kalonga creek, is exceptional in that it has twelve 
or more active beaver dams, in addition to large
beaver meadows behind abandoned dams.

The meadows and accompanying wetlands 
provide ample food and plenty of fresh water to
attract moose, deer and a wide variety of bird life.

Wildlife photographers willing to wait patiently
for animals to appear and feed along the valley floor
will find this trail attractive.

Wetland Trail
Access to Trail Start your hike either at the sandy beach in front

of the Solitaire Lodge, or by descending down
to the Solitaire Trail at the Water's Edge Cabin.

Shortly before you reach the Kalonga Creek
bridge, you will find the turn off to the Wetland
Trail. Head eastward up the Kalonga Valley for
four kilometres.

At the end of the valley you can return along the
Twin Lakes woodland road, or instead circle
around the west sides of Helve Lake and Buck
Lake.

Distance (km) 11 km

Total Number of Steps 13,375

Difficulty Easy to moderate

Trail Description A rugged nature trail best suited for more 
adventurous hikers.

Volkssport Rating 2C

Wetland Trail Map Points of Interest
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Major Restored
Trails

1. Lake Solitaire Trail

2. Buck Lake Landing Trail

3. Buck Lake Lookout Trail

4. Ski Hill Trail

5. Pointe Trail

6. Ascension Trail

7. Wetland Trail

8. High Lake Trail

9. Turtle Lake Trail

10.Crystal Falls Canoe Trail

Lodges and
Other Facilities

A. Manager’s Office

B. Tennis Courts, Workshop
& Laundry

C. Art Studio

D. Solitaire Lodge

E. Storage Barn

F. Owl’s Nest Cottage

G. Fernwood Cottage

H. Buck Lake Lodge

I. Buck Lake Landing

J. Helve Fishing Lodge

K. Maniwaki Fishing Lodge

L. Long Lake Cottage

M. Falcon Bay Cottage

N. Hickory Tom’s Cabin

O. Private Cottages

Historical Map of
Limberlost Forest and
Wildlife Reserve

(Updated with Current Trails and Facilities)
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Early days at Limberlost, c.1920s



The Founders of Limberlost were two very industrious
and extremely creative individuals. Gordon and Marion Hill pioneered
the development of Limberlost, building it into a pre-eminent wilderness
resort.

Gordon Hill, was born in 1885 and was the youngest of the four children
of Thomas and Annie Hill, and grandson of the
Reverend Norton Hill, founder of the Hillside
community east of Huntsville. The Hills were
among the earliest settlers in the region.

Gordon Hill was not only a visionary, but also 
an exceptional achiever. He had a reputation for
getting things done in record time.

Marion Hill was an intelligent, strong and 
determined woman, who was intimately involved
in promoting the unique wilderness experience
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Gordon Hill, c.1940, (Photo from the
Muskoka Heritage Place Collection)



that she and her husband endeavoured to offer.
She was also known for her boundless energy
and creativity in pursuing her goals.

The creative advertising brochures and related
promotional initiatives spearheaded by Marion
Hill were well ahead of their times. For example,
she designed and insisted that the Owl motif
be used on all promotional material, stationery,
post-cards and Owl-o-Grams in order to foster
a distinct Limberlost brand.

Gordon and Marion Hill were the first to erect
a mechanized alpine ski tow, and to create their own winter vehicle by
attaching tracks to the rear wheels of a truck. They integrated guest
transportation by train, sleigh and float plane, while endeavouring to
provide new summer and winter recreational activities to attract and
entertain their guests. They also never hesitated to regroup and rebuild
when they encountered set backs or when tragedy struck.
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Owl-o-Gram from 1932



It is no wonder that guests who enjoyed Limberlost while Gordon and
Marion Hill managed the property, still rave enthusiastically about
their experiences and the warm, albeit somewhat rustic, hospitality
they enjoyed at Limberlost.

In many respects, the Hills were early pioneers of eco-tourism as it is
known today. They offered city and country folk the opportunity to

venture into the woods and enjoy the trees,
lakes and wildlife in a pristine wilderness
setting. There were plenty of adventures
for guests to embark on as they found
themselves constantly taking on fresh 
challenges, but always at their own pace,
and in the process learned much about
nature as well as themselves.

The Hills’ development of Limberlost also
brought significant economic benefits to
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Fireplace in original Limberlost Lodge



the region. Their accomplishments encour-
aged others to establish similar lodges,
which went on to achieve their own levels of
success.

After Gordon Hill’s tragic death in 1947,
Marion Hill continued to operate
Limberlost. In 1952 she appointed her
daughter Bobbie and her husband to manage
Limberlost, only to return in 1960 to once
again add her own special touch.

From then to now. With changing
times, Limberlost’s fortunes faded.
Increased affluence enabled many families
to acquire their own cottages and for others,
the arrival of the large, more luxurious
northern resorts seemed better attuned to
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Early promotional materials with Owl motif



their wilderness desires. Unfort-
unately, with the Hills no longer
at the helm, Limberlost drifted
and slowly fell into dis-repair.

After Limberlost was sold to
local cottage owners, known as
The Friends of Limberlost, around
1969, Marion Hill retired and
acquired a home in Huntsville.
However, without the Hills’ day-to-day commitment, the deterioration
in Limberlost’s financial affairs escalated, resulting in its acquisition by
Bovis Corporation in the late 1970s.

After Bovis Corporation failed in its attempt to develop townhouse con-
dominiums on the hillside slopes of Lake Solitaire, the current owners
acquired the property with a view to re-establishing Limberlost’s
renowned trails and restoring its forests to their natural state.
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Ted and Judy Rivers, c.2003



With the change in ownership, Ted and Judy Rivers arrived at
Limberlost to make it their lifes’ work. Shortly thereafter, Lorraine
Schamehorn joined them and together they set about re-establishing
the reserve’s pre-eminent wilderness ranking.

In addition to upgrading the lodges and
other amenities available to guests, the
objective has been to distinguish Limberlost
from other wilderness resorts through the
restoration of its historic hiking trails and
the easy and safe access these provide to the
many unique natural features and wildlife
habitats located on the property.

Once the lodges and other accommodations
were upgraded, and the principal roads and
hiking trails were restored and safe, artists,
educators, nature enthusiasts and neighbours
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Restoration work on Hickory Tom’s Cabin,
c.2004



from the surrounding area were invited
to visit and enjoy the property. This
has enabled many of them to relive
their past adventures on the property,
which included some of the happiest
days of their lives.

In addition, less privileged groups are
afforded opportunities to also enjoy a
wilderness experience on the reserve
during the early Spring and late Fall.
Qualifying community organizations
are able to apply to Limberlost for

assistance to visit the reserve, and thereby provide their members with
an opportunity to take those important first steps towards the develop-
ment of a lifelong affinity for nature.
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Lorraine Schamehorn skidding out a wind-blown 
timber log
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Location of guest cabins, c.1940s
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Aerial view of the
beach at Limberlost
from brochure, 
c.1930s
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Aerial view of Lake Solitaire Beach, c.1929
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Aerial view of Limberlost from brochure, c.1930s
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L I M B E R L O S TL I M B E R L O S T
P O S T  C A R D SP O S T  C A R D S

1 9 4 5  T O  1 9 5 51 9 4 5  T O  1 9 5 5

Contributed by:
Richard Hogg, Dorothyjean Connors and Michael Mansell
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Limberlost Lodge, Muskoka - 1945 Photo by Annabell Studio View of Lake Solitaire from Limberlost Lodge - 1945 Photo by Annabell Studio

Entrance to Limberlost Lodge - 1945 Photo by Annabell StudioGuest Cabin on Lake Solitaire - 1945 Photo by Annabell Studio



109Limberlost Collections

Winter Beauty, Limberlost Lodge - 1940 Photo by Annabell Studio View of Lake Solitaire from Limberlost Lodge - 1945 Photo by Annabell Studio

View of Echo Roack from Limberlost Lodge - 1945 Photo by Annabell StudioView from Guest Cabin on Lake Solitaire - 1945 Photo by Annabell Studio
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Lake Solitaire Beach - 1945 3KRWR� E\� 6WDSOHV� � 6WXGLR Lake Solitaire at Sunset - 1945 3KRWR� E\� 6WDSOHV� � 6WXGLR

Spring Scene of Limberlost Lodge, Muskoka Photo by Annabell StudioWinter Scene of Road between Solitaire and Clear Lakes Photo by Annabell Studio
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Setting out on Early Morning Ride - 1945 Photo by Annabell Studio Limberlost Lodge, Muskoka - 1945 Photo by Annabell Studio

View of Rebuilt Lodge and Solitair Beach - 1955 Photo by Dexter, N.Y.Lodge on Lake Solitaire Beach - 1955 Photo by Dexter, N.Y.
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Saturday Night Dinner, Limberlost Lodge - 1955 Photo by Dexter, N.Y. Limberlost Lodge - 1955 Photo by Dexter, N.Y.

Limberlost Ski School and Lift - 1955 Photo by Dexter, N.Y. Guest Cabin on Lake Solitaire - 1955 Photo by Dexter, N.Y.
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S E L E C T E DS E L E C T E D
M E D I AM E D I A

C L I P P I N G SC L I P P I N G S

Media Advertisement, c.1950s
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Top of the World ski hill mentioned in news article, January 12, 1941

Poster displayed in Flint and Kent, Michigan 1941

Limberlost Winter Wonderland
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Publication from Limberlost Ski Club, February 1, 1935

Cleveland, Ohio Spot News, August 1957

Skiing is day’n’night fun at Limberlost
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Extracts from Toronto Sun Article, October 1987
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Extracts from two articles published in the Muskoka Sun in July and August 2004
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Extracts from two articles published in the Muskoka Sun in July and August 2004
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Extracts from two articles published in the Muskoka Sun in July and August 2004
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Extracts from two articles published in the Muskoka Sun in July and August 2004
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Extracts from two articles published in the Muskoka Sun in July and August 2004
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Extracts from two articles published in the Muskoka Sun in July and August 2004
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Article by Marlene Walker published in the Muskoka Sun, August 2005
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Article by Marlene Walker published in the Muskoka Sun, August 2005
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Article by Marlene Walker published in the Muskoka Sun, August 2005
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Article by Marlene Walker published in the Muskoka Sun, August 2005
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O T H E R  O T H E R  
H I S T O R I C A LH I S T O R I C A L
D O C U M E N T SD O C U M E N T S

Early Camp Fire Song, c.1930s
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Cover Page of Limberlost Trail Guide, c.1939

FINCHES: Purple Finch, Pine Grosbeak, Evening Grosbeak, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, White-winged
Crossbill, Red Crossbill, Redpoll, American Goldfinch, Pine Siskin, Slate-Coloured Junco, Oregon Junco
SPARROWS: Chirping Sparrow, English Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Fox Sparrow, Henslow’s Sparrow, Lincoln’s
Sparrow, Savannah Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, Tree Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow, White-Crowned
Sparrow, White-Throated Sparrow  WARBLERS: American Redstart, Bay-Breasted Warbler, Black and White
Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler, Black-Poll Warbler, Black-Throated Blue Warbler, Black-Throated Green
Warbler, Canada Warbler, Cape May Warbler, Cerulean Warbler, Chestnut Sided Warbler, Connecticut
Warbler, Magnolia Warbler, Myrtle Warbler, Mourning Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Northern
Waterthrush, Oven Bird, Parula Warbler, Pine Warbler, Tennessee Warbler, Wilson’s Warbler, Yellow
Warbler  WATER BIRDS: American Merganser, Black Duck, Blue-Winged Teal, Bufflehead, Canada Goose,
Common Loon, Herring Gull, Hooded Merganser, Mallard Duck, Pied-Billed Grebe, Red Breasted
Merganser, Scamp Duck, Snow Goose, Wood Duck  BIRDS OF PREY: Bald Eagle, Broad Winged Hawk,
Cooper’s Hawk, Crested Pigeon Hawk (Merlin), Duck Hawk (Peregrine), Gyrfalcon, Marsh Hawk, Osprey,
Red Shouldered Hawk, Red Tailed Hawk, Rough Legged Hawk, Sharp-Shinned Hawk, Sparrow Hawk
GAME BIRDS: Ruffed Grouse, Spruce Grouse, Woodcock  SHORE BIRDS: American Bittern, Belted
Kingfisher, Great Blue Heron, Green Heron, Killdeer, Plover, Solitary Sandpiper, Spotted Sandpiper  NIGHT
BIRDS: Barred Owl, Great-Horned Owl, Night Hawk, Richardson’s Owl, Saw-Whet Owl, Whip-Poor-Will
CROWS AND JAYS: Blue Jay, Canada Jay, Crow, Raven  WOODPECKERS: Arctic Three-Toed
Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Flicker, Hairy Woodpecker, Piliated Woodpecker, Sapsucker  FLY-
CATCHERS: Alder Flycatcher, Crested Flycatcher, Kingbird, Least Flycatcher, Olive-Sided Flycatcher,
Phoebe, Wood Pewee, Yellow-Bellied Flycatcher  SWALLOWS AND SWIFTS: Bank Swallow, Barn Swallow,
Chimney Swift, Purple Martin, Rough-Winged Swallow, Tree Swallow  BLACKBIRDS: Bronzed Grackle,
Cowbird, Red-Winged Blackbird, Rusty Blackbird, Starling  CREEPERS AND SMALL BIRDS: Black-Capped
Chickadee, Brown Creeper, Brown-Capped Chickadee, Golden-Crowned Kinglet, House Wren, Marsh
Wren, Red-Breasted Nuthatch, Ruby-Crowned Kinglet, Ruby-Throated Hummingbird, White-Breasted
Nuthatch, Winter Wren  THRUSHES: Eastern Bluebird, Gray-Cheeked Thrush, Hermit Thrush, Olive-
Backed Thrush, Robin, Veery (Wilson’s Thrush), Wood Thrush  VIREOS: Blue-Headed (Solitary) Vireo,
Philadelphia Vireo, Red-Eyed Vireo, Warbling Vireo, Yellow-Throated Vireo  BIRDS OF CLEARINGS AND
EDGES: American Pipit, Baltimore Oriole, Black-Billed Cuckoo, Bobolink, Brown Thrasher, Catbird, Cedar
Waxwing, Lapland Longspur, Meadowlark, Mourning Dove, Northern Horned Lark, Northern Shrike,
Prairie Horned Lark, Scarlet Tanager, Snow Bunting, Towhee, Yellow-Billed Cuckoo

1956 List Addition: GYRFALCON
On March 26th at feeding station kept by Dr. H. Reazin of Limberlost in Muskoka, this rare Arctic Hawk
was observed for almost an hour as it fed on a beef bone. Later it was reported on nearby Rebecca Lake
on March 31 and on April 6, 1956.

MAMMALS: Beaver, Black Bear, Black Squirrel, Brown Bat, Brown Rat, Chipmunk, Fischer, Hairy-Tailed
Mole, Hoary Bat, House Mouse, Jumping Mouse, Little Brown Bat, Lynx, Marten, Meadow Mouse, Mink,
Moose, Muskrat, Otter, Pygmy Shrew, Porcupine, Raccoon, Red Bat, Red Fox, Red Squirrel, Short-Tailed
Shrew, Skunk, Star-Nosed Mole, Varying Hare, Weasel, White-Footed Mouse, White-Tailed Deer, Wolf,
Woodchuck

THE Limberlost NATURE CLUB

FIELD LIST OF BIRDS AND MAMMALS - 1950 to 1956

Recreation of Marion Hill’s Original Bird List (1950-1956)
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1922 Letter from Game & Fisheries Department

1931 Letter from Evening Telegram, Toronto, requesting guest list
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1948 Letter from Department of Travel and PublicityOne of many letters of appreciation written to Mrs. Hill, c.1931
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Limberlost Rate Schedule, c.1936
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1954 Rate Schedule 1974 Rate Schedule
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The Lost Limber Tree

Limber tree, limber tree
how strange to find you here.

How you have grown
so far from home

and when did you first appear?

It began with a storm in the mountains
blowing at violent speed.

Across the land
like a giant hand

it carried the very first seed.

Limber tree, limber tree
how did you get your name?

Your cousins, the pines,
are of a different design

and your limbs are not the same.

My roots are in the mountains
where sleet and snow abound.

My limbs must bend
so as never to end

broken upon the ground.

Limber tree, limber tree
lost so long ago,

we treat you with care
for this is where

you’ve chosen now to grow.

The rocky soil beneath me,
the radiant sky of blue,

I shall grow and thrive,
many decades alive,

because of respect from you.

L. Lesynski
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A Sacred Trust

Limberlost is a precious treasure, my friends,
Treat it as a sacred trust.
You are worthy and true, my friends,
And must always be straight and just.

Embrace the Law of the Land, my friends,
It’s as old and as true as the hills.
Those who keep it will prosper, my friends,
And those who abuse it – it kills.

Unlike the laws of Man, my friends,
This isn’t a law to go slack.
Whatever you take from the land, my friends,
Must always find its way back.

All land is held in trust, my friends,
From now till our dying days.
For the land we love will remain, my friends,
Long after we’ve passed away.

Many who came before us, my friends,
Took freely, for reckless gain.
Exposing and trampling the earth,
Without a thought for what might remain.

Erosion came creeping slowly, my friends,
Then sped through the damaged land.
Some streams ran dry, and wildlife left,
Destroyed by the human hand.
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Those thoughtless ways must go, my friends,
And there’s much we need to do.
Take care of Limberlost’s forests, my friends,
For this land now counts on you.

When you enter the woods with care, my friends,
You’re helping keep Limberlost whole.
Relish the sound of the birds, by friends,
For they should warm your heart and soul.

Restore the trails and bridge the streams, my friends,
By offering your sweat and toil.
The beaver will build dams again, my friends
As life returns to the soil.

Make space for the bears and wolves, my friends,
All creatures have a role to play.
As part of Limberlost’s balance, my friends,
Don’t drive any animals away.

As Limberlost prospers again, my friends,
With the plundering ways long done.
You will experience warmth and joy, my friends,
As you look forward to each morning sun.

Live by the Laws of the Land, my friends,
What you take, you must put back.
You'll find such a life very full, my friends,
When it is time

to shoulder
your pack.

Thegar W. Henry
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Postcard of Limberlost’s Main Lodge, c.1950s
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Historic Trail Map, c.1939
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